
Reclaim the annenVieRtel !

Spaces local residents  
have organized themselves. 

Even though today’s Annen viertel is 
not the working-class district it used 
to be, like when Anton Afritsch 
unhesitatingly converted the 
Volks garten into a playground for 
workers’ children, some of this spirit 
of empowerment has remained – 
like many cultural asso ciations or  
the neighborhood festival Lend wirbel 
prove. The tour starts on the  
“Hier-ist-Platz“ (“There’s-Room-for  

Every  body-Square”) (59). On the  
way to Lend   platz it’s worth taking  
a look into Fellingergasse where 
the Permanent Unit collective  
left their mark in the shape of  
“Yoga John“ (73). For the sharp-
eyed: Directly on the Lendplatz,  
the artists duo zweintopf wrote  
“I AM A MONUMENT“(74) in capital 
letters in 2010. Move along to 
Metahofpark (45) through the 
Volksgarten, where a memorial stone 
reminds of a citizen’s initiative to 
prevent the park from disappearing 
in 1975/76. The “Annen viertel 
Manifesto”re minds of the fact that 
there is still enough to fight for 
today. Next stop: the cultural center  
Niesenberger (38) with a community 

garden and one of the more 
impressive graffiti walls of the 
Annenviertel (6 + 75). Another 
community garden, “God’s Acre”,  
is flourishing on St. Andrä square 
(17), a place of neighbour  hood 
culture ne gotiated every day. 
Moving past the wall news paper 
“ausreißer“ (76), we come to the  
so called “Platz der freiwilligen 
Schützen”, which teachers and 
stu dents of the nearby Andräschule 
have turned into a “Platz der 
Be gegnung” (Place of Meeting) (77). 
All those who like multilingualism 
walk back through the Griesgasse, 
where posters and stencils  
illustrate the Annenviertel’s 
diversity.
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radio helsinKi:  
listen to free radio on 92,6 MHz

tips on cultural events by Kig!:  
www.kulturserver-graz.at/kalender

tip °2

tip °5

tip °3

Have a meat loaf bun 
bought from Koroschetz on 

Hans-List-Platz
(wienerstrasse 14)

Take a photo of yourself at 
your favourite place in the  
Annenviertel and send it to  

redaktion@annenpost.at

tip °1

Buy a burek at the  
Griesbäcker, sit down in front  

of the Delfin and watch.
(griesgasse 38)

youR tip

tip °6

Harvest greengages  
on the Mur River  

promenadetip °4

Wish someone  
“Bonan matenon“ on  

Esperantoplatz at 5 o’clock 
in the morning

Send a paper  
boat on a voyage over  

the Mühlgang ...

you’ll see ...
There is hardly anything you won’t find in the Annenviertel.  

In no other city area of Graz, life is as diverse as here. There are more clubs  
and call shops, more design and variety stores than anywhere else.  

There are parks, secret paths, and a wonderful farmer’s market. And you’ll discover 
more playful appropriations of the city and interesting initiatives than  

in all the remaining city districts together.

Don’t be surprised: Although everything is available here, the “Annenviertel” 
as such does not actually exist. It is not delineated on any other city map.  

Strange! This is going to change now: From now on, the Annenviertel won’t only have 
a name, but also a map – moreover, a map that has been jointly charted by the  

communities living here and many residents of the Annenviertel themselves.  
Just for you! In the course of many conversations, they revealed their favorite spots, 

both useful and odd, places one gladly recommends to neighbours and visitors.  
“Our Map of the Annenviertel” is the result of these conversations.

One more thing: “Our Map of the Annenviertel” is just one of many possible  
maps of the Annenviertel you could create. Talk to the local people and they’ll  

cite many other places they hold dear. They will explain to you that  
the Annenviertel is actually much bigger or smaller than indicated on this map.  

And they are right. The Annenviertel has no borders. It centers around  
Annenstraße, but actually goes far beyond it. The Annenviertel can be anywhere. 

Perhaps, you’ll also find a little bit of it inside yourself.

DISCOVERER
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„our Map of the
 annenviertel“ is the 
attempt to tell the 
story of a city area 
of graz, austria’s 
second-largest city 
together with its 
residents. 
easier said than done! 
the annenviertel is 
pretty multifaceted, 
and no point of 
view equals any other  
– even the question 
where the “annenviertel” 
begins and where 
it ends, is subject to 
change at any 
moment.

free!

Annen-
viertel

 Graz

the cultural and communication center Nil  
has hosted readings, workshops and exhibitions 
since 2004. the café delights its guests with 
african specialties such as pepe soup or egusi. 
this is accompanied by nil ginger – a healing 
and aphrodizing drink – allegedly.
Lazarettgasse 5 | Mon–sun froM 15 (open end)

Würstel Hannes is something like a “character” 
of the graz takeaway scene. hannes, a living 
legend with a mind of his own, disapproves of fast 
food: he doesn’t burn the sausage to death but 
fries it patiently. Famous: the cheese hot dog.  
intercultural: the turkey bratwurst.  
eLisabethinergasse | Mon–fri 11–1,  
sat + bank hoLidays 18–1

the association ISOP has not only acquired 
renown for innovative social projects, but also for 
its ambitious program of readings and concerts. 
such evenings are usually rounded off at the 
in-house plauderbar – it doesn’t really get more 
intercultural in graz than here.
dreihackengasse 2 | Mon–thu 8–16, fri 8–13.30

there are nights that don’t want to come to an 
end. and you just have to stick it out. Perhaps, 
pulling an all-nighter is nowhere easier than in the 
early morning hang-out Frühbar Café Beate. 
have a Wiener schnitzel with potato salad shortly 
before sunrise, throw a euro into the jukebox – 
and the world is fine. sad: beate wants to retire  
in 2014. griesgasse 34 | Wed–sat froM 22.30

the Shisha Palace is no longer a popular venue 
only among the turkish community. here you  
can lounge relaxed on pillows and carpets and 
you can smoke the hookah with around twenty 
different flavors such as cappuccino or orange- 
mint. an ideal spot for going to ground.
griespLatz 3 | Mon–thu 14–0, fri–sat 14–2 | 

the party night in the annenviertel starts with  
a pint at Exil. sometimes, it also ends here.  
this smoking venue is decorated with record 
covers and music magazines, the host himself  
or alternating guest dJs are behind the 
 turntables and music rules in general. 
Josefigasse 1 | tue–sat froM 19.30

anything goes: live concerts, dancing to 1980s, 
1990s, or austropop hits, drum 'n' bass and  
dubstep nights! PPC has it all.
neubaugasse 6 | www.popculture.at

the TIB – Theater im Bahnhof performs all over 
the city – depending on the subjects dealt with 
in the plays. austria’s best independent theater 
group, which sees itself in the tradition of “popular 
theater”, playfully transgresses all boundaries,  
and masters improvisational theater  
as well as performance or dance.  
or party. expect the unexpected.
eLisabethinergasse 27a |  
www.theater-im-bahnhof.com

TheATer for The PeoPle12

unfortunately, his shadow of the graz 
Clocktower disappeared from the city, 
but in the annenviertel artist Markus 
Wilfling is visible several times with his 
witty interventions – for example in  
the courtyard of the former dominican  
Monastery where he realized a  
„swimming fountain“ in collabo- 
ration with Michael Kienzer. a meditative  
experience! dreihackengasse 1–3

wATer ArT14

the association DruckZeug wants to make us 
experience the world of letterpress printing in 
hands-on workshops for visitors on the premises  
of the historical print shop Druckerei Alexander 
Bauer. Moreover, the alleys behind the building, 
which once also hosted the Civic hospital,  
are worth a look.  
annenstrasse 19 | Workshops: http://druckzeug.at

leArninG from GuTenberG33

the high baroque monastery church of the 
brothers of Mercy hosts a very special statue of 
divine mercy in the Chapel of our lady of loretto 
– a Black Madonna created in italy in 1653. 
Moreover, the ship’s bell of the sMs tegetthoff 
lies here; as from 1942 it was used on the nazi 
cruiser Prinz eugen. annenstrasse 12

blAck mercy31

at the Theater am Lend, whose program  
regularly features plays by young local playwrights, 
one can gain insight into the city’s independent 
theater scene. after the show, you can enjoy a 
glass of wine in the “Kunstcafé”, which was once  
designed by Klaus Kada. Wienerstrasse 58a | 
shoWs: http://theater-am-lend.at

cleAr The sTAGe!70

in the park of the Rondo, which was designed  
by Markus Pernthaler, a building of particular  
significance for styrian architectural history  
is hidden: the Eichholzer Pavilion, one  
of the few surviving buildings planned by the  
modernist architect and resistance fighter  
herbert  eichholzer, who was put to death  
by the nazis. MarienpLatz 1

sTeePed in hisTory67

in 1908, the motion picture pioneer oskar gierke 
opened “europe’s largest and most elegant cine-
matographers’ establishment” with his “bioskop- 
theater annenhof”. today, the UCI Annenhof 
offers for the most part family-friendly movies, 
popcorn and soft drinks in its eight theaters. 
annenstrasse 29 | www.uci-kinowelt.at

fAmily-friendly cinemA37

With red leather sofas between the walls 
of books, newspapers from all over the 
world and free Wi-Fi, the City Library in 
the Zanklhof is the perfect refuge for those  
looking for quietness and information. Right on 
the other side of the street, the Media Library 
attracts visitors with games, music Cds, and 9,000 
dvds. corner of beLgiergasse/feuerbachgasse 
and/or Vorbeckgasse 12 | Mon, Wed, thu 10–7,  
tue 10–19, fri 8–15 | 

mediA for The mAsses23

since 2003, the year when graz was european 
Capital of Culture, the cityscape cannot be  
imagined without it anymore: the Kunsthaus Graz, 
which has been conceived by Peter Cook and Colin 
Fournier in the spirit of blobism and is alternately 
nicknamed by locals “blue bubble” or “friendly 
alien”. but the Kunsthaus does not only offer great 
art – as do the renowned Camera austria and the 
hda-haus der architektur – but curiously enough 
also a café, the iKu, which has become known for its 
salsa, belly dancing and tango nights. Lendkai 1 | 

belly dAncinG in The blob26

the library of the Austrian Chamber of Labor, 
located in the tradition-steeped “Red Castle”,  
is an insider tip for all those who love the smell 
of old books. the wooden shelves reaching up to 
the ceiling are bulging with classics, and the use 
of the library and its eight public computers with 
web access is free of charge. hans-reseL-gasse 
8–14, entrance: hanuschgasse 3 | Mon, thu 10–19, 
tue, Wed 10–16, fri 10–13.30 | 

in The nAme of The red47

there would be no “annenviertel” without  
< rotor >: What was initiated in 2009 as a  
research project on the “art of urban intervention”, 
has meanwhile been turned into a network of 
local residents, and local and international artists 
and activists, which manifests itself in regularly 
organized exhibitions and workshops well worth 
seeing and attending. Moreover, < rotor > hosts 
a nice self-service café where you can casually 
indulge in offline social networking. 
VoLksgartenstrasse 6a | Mon–fri 10–18,  
sat 12–16 |  

ArT And coffee48

every Monday, the theater im bahnhof makes a 
guest appearance here with its amazing impro 
show; on all other days, cabaret, rock, jazz or 
Punch-and-Judy shows and children’s theater are 
on the schedule of the Orpheum. something for 
everyone, as they say. orpheuMgasse 8 | 

clAssic culTure49

once saved from disappearing by the locals,  
the Metahofpark is a playground for children,  
a chilling zone for young adults, and sometimes  
a refuge for stranded people. Worth seeing: the 
annenviertel Manifesto, a plea for lived diversity, 
which has been elaborated by the artist isa Rosen-
berger together with women from the annenviertel.

PArk wiTh A mAnifesTo45

if it weren’t for Peter Kogler’s billowing fresco 
“Raumerweiterung in schwarz Weiß Rot“,  
a remnant from 2003 when graz was european 
Capital of Culture, Graz Main Station would 
merely be just another functional space crammed 
with takeaways and shops. an absolute gain: the 
redevelopment of europaplatz planned by 
Zechner & Zechner. europapLatz 4 | 

TrAin sTATion ArT44

a wellness oasis right in the city center:  
in addition to the indoor pool, which magically 
transforms into an outdoor pool in summer,  
the Bad zur Sonne also offers a spa. you can 
relax here between massages, beauty treatment,  
sauna and sunbathing on the roof terrace.
feuerbachgasse 11–13 | Mon–sun 7–21.30

sPA in The ciTy21

once destroyed by the nazis on november 9, 
1938, the synagogue, which was reopened to  
the day 62 years later in 2000, shapes the  
cityscape on the right bank of the Mur River 
again. once a month, guided tours illustrate  
past and present Jewish life in graz.  
daVid herzog pLatz 1 | synagoge@ikg-graz.at

builT hisTory8

culTurAl cruise AT nil3 from dusk Till dAwn18

in The rhyThm of PinTs52

free sPAce for All60

clubbinG wiTh The mAsses66

inTerculTurAl chATTinG15

sAusAGes wiTh chArAcTer13

lounGinG And smokinG9

A GArAGe ThAT rocks6
38 culTurAl PinG PonG

the association members  
of the cultural center 
Niesenberger can be  
creative together, play music,  
grow vegetables in the community  
garden, play ping pong, or just party. everybody 
can become a “niese” member. insiders use the 
secret passageway from annenstraße.  
niesenbergergasse 16 | www.niesenberger.com

the product range of the delicatessen Feinkost 
Schein is small, but excellent. Cheese, eggs, 
homemade cakes and sparkling wine – everything 
you need for the perfect breakfast and, allegedly, 
the best Wurstsemmel (a roll usually filled with 
extrawurst, a special type of thinly sliced sausage, 
often with a slice of cheese and pickle) in town. 
ideal for early birds and night owls.
griespLatz 35 | Mon–fri 6–13 + 15–18.30, sat 6–12

more ThAn sAusAGe10

the Sportkegelbahnen Scheff (a ninepins alley) 
are so special that they were even honored in a 
movie in 2010 – as the “bazillenbar” in the austrian 
blockbuster comedy “the unintentional Kidnap-
ping of Mrs. elfriede ott”. in reality, the scheff 
is a super laid-back tavern. With excellent fried 
chicken. eLisabethinergasse 22 | Mon–sat 9–24

11 eATinG like in A movie

the La Madonnina, one of the 
city’s best italian restaurants 
has established itself right in 
the middle of administrative offices 
and advertising agencies. budget 
lunch. Who prefers more exotic food can check 
out tamil and sri lankan cuisine just a few steps 
farther south, at the Dainadoo. La Madonnina: 
nikoLaipLatz 1 | tue–sat 11–22, sun 11–21 |  
dainadoo: entenpLatz 1a | Mon–fri 10–24, sat 17–2

19 dolce viTA

the diversity of original turkish cuisine can be 
discovered at Bosporus. inside likeable Kurt ali’s 
restaurant, one dines in a tasteful atmosphere and 
in summer one can enjoy one’s meals outside,  
in the shadow of st andrä church.
kernstockgasse 17 | Mon–sun 10–24

16 Turkish church inn

have a bagel with coffee masterly roasted on the 
spot and all possible variations of chai and fresh 
juices. the Tribeka, located directly at the bank 
of the Mur River, reconciles american takeaway 
nonchalance with local coffee house culture. 
Plus: views on “the smallest gallery“, the 
schloßberg, and the stylish lend crowd. 
grieskai 2 | Mon–fri 7–20, sat 8–20, sun 9–20 | 

20 coffee GAlore!

the Café Foyer offers exquisite coffee in 
a homey atmosphere, selected tea and live music. 
stills from famous movies and gorgeous 
chandeliers contribute to its flair.  
annenstrasse 29 | Mon–sat, 6–24, 
sun, 17–24 | 

40 cAsuAl cAfé

it is pretty dark in the Running Horse, as dark as 
it is right and proper for a pub. inside, you won’t 
notice the passing of time anymore. the choice  
of beers and whisk(e)ys is more than acceptable. 
Who also wants to eat something can order  
pizza from Contra Punto next door. 
kosakengasse 7 | Mon–sat 18–4, sun 20–2

28 hAvinG A PinT in The Pub

Please don’t be bemused by the fact that the 
owners of Siam Thai call their restaurant a 
“sthairisches Wirtshaus” (thai styrian restaurant). 
Really excellent thai food is served here – yellow, 
red and green curries, and all that goes with it. 
hans-reseL-gasse 3 | Mon–fri 11–15 + 17–22

46 Genuine “sThAyriAn”

beside the usual italian dishes such as pizza and 
pasta, Kurdish and greek specialties are also 
served in the charming pizzeria Santa Lucia. 
the Kurdish “three specialties” are an absolute 
insider’s tip. very obliging service.
stockergasse 10 | Mon–sun 10–22

56 PizzA Plus

54 All-round hAnGouT

53 wicked meAls
brain with egg, lights and tripe soup:  
at Mohrenwirt, meals are served which 
elsewhere disappeared from the menu long ago.  
MariahiLferstrasse 16 | sat–Wed 10–24

55 mediTerrAneAn PleAsures
the Bakaliko masterly combines levantine 
cuisine with the sale of Mediterranean products. 
the shop offers goat cheese, yoghurt and up  
to six different olive oil varieties of excellent 
quality. the substantial lunch dish is announced 
on Facebook every day. 
LendpLatz 1 | Mon–fri 9–18, sat 9–15.30

Coffee & Kitchen is the perfect venue for 
substantial breakfast or healthy lunch in a well-
designed atmosphere. Fresh juices, homemade 
tray-baked cakes and tribeka coffee are served;  
a good selection of newspapers. 
Metahofgasse 30 | Mon–fri 7–18 |  

43 heAlThy urbAn cuisine

soft african music, colorful pictures and bead 
curtains: the african restaurant Omoka does  
not only offer a typically african atmosphere,  
but also meals such as yam, bean stew or 
plantains. these can be washed down with  
a harp lager from guinness nigeria. 
kepLerstrasse 12 | Wed–Mon 14–24

62 inside AfricA

For any eventuality, the fire department has moored 
flat-bottomed boats – so called „Zillen“ in german 
– at the riverside of the Mur. the most beautiful 
landing spot is right beside the access to the  
Mur island. in fact, the stairs leading down to the 
riverside are closed off but sometimes this does 
not keep children or lovers from stepping on 
them. a forbidden adventure! Murufer, Lendkai

forbidden swinGinG61

behind monAsTery wAlls68

Without turkish grocers the local supply  
with fresh vegetables, fruit and other essential 
products would have broken down a long time 
ago. in this respect, Kara has an even more 
special status, as the shop also has its own 
bakery which – as people assume – supplies  
the entire city with fresh pita bread, simits, 
and sweet bread rolls around the clock.  
idLhofgasse 67 | Mon–sun 8–21

our dAily breAd2

the well-assorted second-hand store BAN 
makes collectors’ hearts leap for joy: beside 
second-hand furniture, which is professionally 
restored here in the frame of an employment 
project, crockery, clothing and vast numbers 
of books invite you to browse the store. 
ungergasse 31 | Mon–fri 8.15–17

With his Asia Minimarket, Jusuf aubed  
combines food store and thai takeaway.  
the shelves are full of delicacies from nine asian  
countries. the takeaway meals, classic thai 
cuisine, are quickly prepared and budget-priced. 
and a true woman chef is at work right next  
door in the restaurant Khrua Thai. 
store: Mon–sat 9–21 | takeaWay: Mon–sat 11–20 |  
khrua thai: Mon–sat 10.30–14.30 + 16.30–22.30

second hAnd5

liTTle ThAilAnd7

Afro-sTyle Queen
no matter if dreadlocks, braided cornrows  
or artificial hair extensions: Mama Lee is the  
african community’s undisputed hairstyling 
queen. but her hairdressing shop has even  
more to offer: african delicacies and personal  
care products – directly imported from Paris!
feuerbachgasse 7 | Mon–fri 10–18, sat 11–18

22

Flower seeds, vegetable seeds, and rarities – 
all this you find at Samen Köller. the former 
“samenhandlung zum schwarzen Rettig“  
has provided the graz population with seeds  
for 240 years. Moreover, it offers aviaries  
and all sorts of practical tools for (urban)  
gardeners. südtiroLer pLatz 1 |  
Mon–fri 10–18, sat 9–13

for urbAn GArdeners25

this small record store and its owner buy you over 
with their very particular charm. Dux Records has 
specialized in Cds from the genres of alternative/
indie; select stuff is available on vinyl and, last but  
not least, you’ll find a good selection of local bands. 
annenstrasse 6 | Mon–fri 10–12 + 13–18, sat 10–14 

Mobile phone defective? Forgot the charger?  
the EU Handy Shop in the annenstraße  
solves your problem. laptops, headphones  
and dvds supplement the product range.  
Quick and competent service.  
annenstrasse 26 | Mon–fri 9–18, sat 9–17

lisTeninG AlTernATives30

a new haircut, hip outfit and a bottle of afri-Cola 
– all this is available in the Taiga “concept store”, 
a hairdressing shop, café and boutique all in one. 
inside, the shop is furnished in a 1960s style;  
and in summer, one enjoys the most beautiful 
evening sun of the annenviertel sitting at the 
small tables in front of the shop. südtiroLerpLatz |  
Mon–fri 10–18, sat 10–17 | hairdresser onLy on thu

hiPsTer cenTrAl29

mobile Phone helP32

sPicy!35

besides 130 spices, Manfred van den berg  
also offers pumpkin seed oil and liqueurs at  
the VDB – 100 percent made in styria. 
annenstrasse 25 | Mon–fri 10 –18, sat 9–13

at Sewa you can either discover the amateur 
esoteric or the knitting Jenny inside you. the 
shop of the bengali guru sri Chinmoy is a popular 
meeting point of the knitting community and a 
true treasure chest for kitschy last-minute gifts.
annenstrasse 23 | Mon–fri 9–18.30, sat 9–13

kiTsch And wool36

Farmah's India Supermarket is the heart  
of Farmah bhupinder singh’s little empire, which 
also includes the voguish “trendy Zone”. anyway, 
everybody who yearns for nigerian, Persian,  
or any national cuisine of his or her home country, 
and is in need of essential ingredients  
must shop there. Farmah’s has them all.  
and what’s more: bollywood dvds! 
annenstrasse 41 | Mon–sat 9–19

GlobAl shoPPinG39

at Kaukasus pure eastern pleasures 
are available. Kefir, kvass, Russian 
beer, dried fish and sausage specialties and, in 
addition to this, a huge assortment of colorfully 
wrapped candy. bookworms will also find Russian 
novels here. and, of course, vodka is available, too. 
eLisabethinergasse 10 | Mon–sat 10–21

vodkA&co41

the Unique HipHop Boutique is fully dedicated  
to american youth culture. Wide t-shirts, basecaps 
and sneakers are basic elements of the offered 
product range. Music and posters from the hip-hop 
scene create original ghetto flair in the shop. it’s 
pretty popular among young annenviertlers.  
annenstrasse 53 | Mon–fri 10–18, sat 10–17

directly at the riverside of the Mur, the book shop 
Büchersegler set anchor. no matter if fiction, 
children’s books or magazines – this charming 
bookstore has everything on board. its charming 
interior (sailing boot!) gets you in a holiday mood.
Lendkai 31 | tue–fri 10–18.30, sat 10–13.30

Anchors AweiGh!65

sTylish souvenirs
Within only a few years, the area between  
the northern end of Griesgasse, through  
Mariahilferstraße and right up to lendplatz  
has turned out to be a highly fertile ground for 
startups founded by members of the creative 
crowd of graz. all those looking for cool 
souvenirs from the unesCo City of design will 
definitely find them here. there are choice design 
items at Kwirl or in the Kunsthaus shop, fashion 
from local production at Pell Mell or Zerum, and 
cool upcycled bags and other stylish stuff 
produced in the frame of (youth) employment 
projects at heidenspaß, tagwerk or offline  
Retail. in-between, laid-back cafés and other 
venues such as the blendend or the Centraal  
are waiting for guests who want to take a break 
from shopping. 
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Where the cooperative enterprises Forum  
and Konsum provided local supply in the past,  
the Styria Center with its colorful mix of shops 
and takeaways dominates the scene today.  
internet access and free Wi-Fi are available at 
Chillout, (vegetarian) sushi at osaka.
annenstrasse 22 | 

34 colorful mix of shoPs

fresh And rAre63

the lendplatz is not exactly a masterly urbanist 
achievement, yet the farmer’s market on 
its southern end is one of the most likeable 
venues of this city. Farmers sell seasonal 
vegetables, fruit and meat from their own, and 
sometimes organic, production at their stands. 
one example is the stand of “Kleine Farm”, 
which is particularly nice and offers rare vegetables 
such as lemon cucumbers. and in one of the huts 
or inside the market hall, shopping can be com-
bined with a snack and drink in a pleasant way – 
e.g. at the “süße luise” or at Miran schaweder’s 
fish stand (stand 41 a/b).
Mon–sat  6–13

at re:use, people who can't hold a steady job 
due to mental health problems turn bicycle 
wrecks into works of art on two wheels of all 
kind and make the dreams of ordinary 
cyclists and hipster Fixie fetishists 
come true. Prams, work bikes and 
silk-screen printing accessories are also 
available in its shop. 
annenstrasse 34 | Mon, Wed,  
fri 10–19, tue, thu 13–19, sat 10–16

new uses for old ThinGs51

Who asks for the best kebab in the annen- 
viertel (the choice is not small) is often sent  
to Akdag in the high-rise building on lend- 
platz. the kebabs are fresh and inexpensive  
and you enjoy a double view – on a huge  
mural of the sultan ahmed Mosque and on  
the hustle and bustle in the Keplerstraße. 
kepLerstrasse 32 | Mon–sun 8–23

kebAb wiTh A view57

the annenviertel’s second green lung: With its 
biotope, Oeverseepark is a paradise for mallard 
ducks. of course, also the children’s need for 
movement can be addressed in many ways here. 
in the summer, the rose garden invites you to take 
a stroll, the nibbling garden to secretly harvest fruit, 
and in addition, the waters of the Mühlgang gently 
passing to take a rest on a bench and doze off.

Green lunG1

the JUFA graz City hotel accommodates families 
and young travellers as well as budget-conscious 
businesspeople. its highlight is austria’s largest 
indoor climbing hall: directly connected to the 
hotel, it offers fun for all who want to climb high. 
idLhofgasse 74, www.jufa.eu |   

budGeT hosTel4

dreAminG in silence50

Who walks through the inconspicuous door  
beside the baroque pilgrimage church of Mariahilf 
enters a surprisingly silent and dreamy place – 
the cloister of the monastery of the Friars 
Minor. sometimes one hears sounds from the 
organ in the church, at others only the cooing of 
the pigeons. on the first floor, the Kulturzentrum 
bei den Minoriten (Minoriten galleries) offers 
first-class exhibitions, literature & music programs. 
MariahiLferpLatz 3

every Wednesday, “anni-Wirtin” of the Baben-
bergerhof invites her guests to joint singing 
and music sessions – sometimes it’s austrian folk 
music, at others it’s jazz; but the verhackert is 
always free. and once a month, there’s a yodeling 
session! babenbergerstrasse 39 | Mon–fri 17–2

69 leArninG yodelinG

the Spektral is a collaborative project in the 
truest sense of the word: it’s a venue for talks and 
workshops, a homey cultural café, a “volXküche“ 
(kitchen for all) and, first and foremost, a free 
space for activities of all kinds. Participation,  
sharing, and respectful and sustainable action 
take center stage in the ‘spektralosophy’.
Lendkai 45 | Wed, thu 17–21 | www.spektral.at | 

breakfast all day, vegetarian lunch, and Russian 
disco at night: With its two floors, – one of them 
the most beautiful club space of the city – the café 
and outdoor space in summer, the Postgarage 
covers all conceivable requirements of young 
urbanites. a bit of berlin in gries.  
dreihackengasse 42 | www.postgarage.at 
café: Mon–sat froM 9, sun froM 12 |  

Cozy get-together in the beer garden, live  
concerts in the basement – the Scherbe is one  
of the most popular all-round hangouts of lend. 
the set lunch changes daily, breakfast is excellent, 
and we owe it to the owner’s roots that a laško 
Pivo is served with the cevapcici. 
stockergasse 2 | Mon–fri 10–1, sat 9–1, so 9–24

have you ever spent a night in a real monastery? 
the retreat house of the order of the sisters  
of Mercy offers budget-priced single and double 
rooms, which can also be recommended to 
groups. For those who want to know more: you 
can share the sisters’ life for up to four weeks. 
Mariengasse 6a | booking: t +43-(0)316-71 60 20 | 

in The GheTTo42

What’s the true essence of the lendwirbel 
festival, which takes place between the 

Kunsthaus and lendplatz – and beyond? it’s 
definitely the residents, artists and city 

activists, who have discovered this quarter 
for themselves, ‘colonized’ it, and made it 
worth living in with a thousand and one 

funny ideas. once a year, this energy becomes 
really visible for all in the frame of the 

lendwirbel festival in early May, the best city 
festival of graz. during the rest of the year, 

this energy can perhaps be felt on the 
“hier-ist-Platz“ (there’s-Room-for-everybody-

square), the actually nameless square 
between Mariahilferstraße and stocker-

gasse, which was renamed by activists on 
World Revolution day, october 15, 2011. 

the ‘lendwirblers’ of the first day work in its 
close vicinity, in co-working spaces such as 
gaFt, Printi, Managerie or at en gaRde. 
sit down on a bench, watch the hustle and 
bustle, and try to grasp the “sehnsucht”  

(i.e. desire) cut into the nearby tree.
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a micro-quarter within the quarter, and  
a particularly multifaceted one at that, has 

emerged around st andrä church. the 
church itself is already worth a visit, as hardly 

anywhere else contemporary art and dear 
god have come closer to each other.  

but the small park in front of the church  
is also worth seeing. a community garden is 
flourishing in a corner: “god’s acre”, which 
was created by büro der nachbarschaften;  
in the pavilion, for which the artist damian 

le bas handpainted a lamp, Romany people 
in graz often spend their spare time.  

this is no bad place for a picnic: borrow 
benches and a table from the parish, buy 
delicacies at the Kaukasus, and enjoy your 
meal. in the close vicinity: the dominicus 

Chapel, a really silent place.

17

the sun never sets in the empire of the clever 
hotelier Florian Weitzer. With the Weitzer  

and the Wiesler, he commands two first-class  
hotels and a number of exquisite restaurants 

in the “Weitzer Quarter”, and all this on  
the area of only two blocks. vegetarians  

love the Mangolds, but avoid the  
senf und söhne; after all, only boiled meat 

is served there. also more than oK: the cool 
speisesaal, the styrian restaurant der steirer 

and the Kaffee Weitzer, maybe the best  
viennese coffee house in town.   

der steirer: Mon–sun 11 –24
MangoLds: Mon–fri 11–15, sat 11–16

senf und söhne: Mon–fri 10–15
speisesaaL: Mon–sun 17 –1 

kaffee Weitzer: Mon–fri 7 –15, sat, sun 7–19

27

everyday life near südtirolerplatz has  
a surprisingly italian feel. in summer, the 

outdoors restaurant spaces of the fine dining 
establishment la tavernetta and the 

italian-Portuguese gelateria italiana by luis 
nestle around the fountain, which has been 

designed by hartmut skerbisch; but on  
the steps of the barmherzigenkirche, you can 

enjoy the sun without ordering anything.

24

ignored for tens of years for the poor quality 
of its water, the Mur River has become 

significantly more appreciated by the local 
population in recent years. the Mur River 

Promenade, which runs directly at the 
waterside over long stretches, has turned 

into a popular fitness trail since then, where 
one can enjoy nordic walking, running, 

cycling, or simply strolling. Who walks along 
the annenviertel side – hence the right river 

bank, the flow direction is what counts  
here – finds for example the landing spot  

of a wooden boat of the local fire  
department where one can feed the ducks, 
or one encounters secluded sandy beaches 
close to the Calvary which would be perfect 

for a relaxed barbecue in summer –  
if this weren’t forbidden.

64

if you want to find the least common 
denominator of the annenviertel, the 
volksgarten inevitably comes to mind.  

all communities are represented here, each 
and every corner has its regular clientele: the 

young mothers and fathers watching their 
children on the playground, skaters checking 
out their skills on the small ramp in front of 
the pavilion, elderly ladies and gentlemen 

sitting through the afternoon on the benches 
or feeding the ducks in the pond; and right 

in the midst of it, the Mühlgang flows through 
the park. everybody has their favorite place 
there: the mill wheel, the gingko tree, the 
pitch or the buddhist peace stupa, which 

was inaugurated by the dalai lama in person 
in 1998. yet there is also a darker side to the 

park: dealers of illegal substances hang 
around in the vicinity of the Kreuzkirche. 
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Green for All
– Volksgarten –

A PiAzzA in GrAz 
– Near Südtirolerplatz –

The murmur of The river 
– Mur River Promenade –

feelinG The lendwirbel
– Hier-ist-Platz –

ArT, church, And A Picnic
– Andräviertel –

emPire of TAsTe 
– Weitzer Quarter –
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nAnA:
„The Feuerbachgasse 
is like the ‘back side’ 
of the city; just like 
the Marschallgasse – 

if the Mariahilferstraße 
were the 

front side“ 

gabi also recommends:

GAbi:

2431

„Walking 
along the 

Mühlgang ...“

AndreAs:
„Balkan style! 

The grill on Griesplatz 
also offers fantastic 

tarts; and Demiri’s on 
Lendplatz

Cevapcici like in 
Bosnia.“ 

„ ... the upper 
floors, the fronts 

of the old 
townhouses ...“

Murad also recommends:

37 26 39

murAd:

And PlAyinG 

fooTbAll in The

      volksGArTen . . .“
”

shAil:

iT's hoT  
in summer!“
evA:

”


